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content of such passages, their sequence of thought, and
thek style. By such studies, judgment and appreciation
are trained as well as the power of expression. This
thorough teaching is advocated both for the classics and
for writing French. It has lived on and holds an honoured
place in the upbringing of French boys and girls for whom
le style is a fundamental subject of the curriculum. French
children have ever received a training in speech and writing
before which our desultory language-study pales into
insignificance. Letter-writing, narrative, public speeches,
and imaginative compositions are systematically studied
to-day as in the days of Rollin. This accounts for the
often-mentioned fact that Frenchmen really have a mastery
over thek own language, and that they are able to select
thek words with a forceful precision that both evidences
and helps to foster a habit of accurate thought.
Another very characteristic subject of French education
is discussed in the fifth book, namely history, which since
Bossuet's Traite de Flrtistoin Universelle had been receiving
more and more attention.1 In the pages of Rollin we see
it chiefly considered as a means of fostering ideals and a
lofty outlook upon life, of developing judgment and know-
ledge of men and things. The scientific spkit, so pre-
dominant in our present-day treatment, is wholly absent
from these lines, which speak of history as of the great
school of morality for all mankind* It is the school which
teaches more forcefully by example than by persuasive
words, that there is nothing greater or more praiseworthy
in life than honour, that uprightness is to be valued above
1 Thus, speaking of Henriette de France, the great orator had said: " Cetait le
dessein d'avancer rfop.3 cette etude de la sagesse qui la tenait si attachee a la lecture
de Phistoire. Elle y perdait insensiblement le gout des romans et de leurs fades
heros, et soigneuse de se former sur le vrai, elle meprisait ces froides et dangereuses
fictions w (flratsons futiibres sur Henrietta de France).